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18 November 2016

European Academic Heritage Day

University Heritage at War

European universities host outstanding libraries, archives, museums, collections and
monuments of historic, scientific and artistic interest. This heritage embodies the universities’
900-year contribution to the advancement of science and knowledge and is a major
component of European identity and culture.

In order to raise awareness to the importance of university heritage, UNIVERSEUM, the
European University Heritage Network, has established 18 November as European University

Heritage Day.

On this day, European universities celebrate their common cultural heritage through special
activities, debates, conferences and access to their museums, collections and monuments. All
events will be announced through UNIVERSEUM website.

The theme for 2016 is “University Heritage at War”

2016 is located in the middle of the centenary commemoration of World War | in which many
museums and universities are involved. This anniversary provides a context for a broader
debate about universities, heritage and war through history. Current wars remind us that
issues of heritage and war are not only of the past but equally important in the present.

For the European University Heritage Day of 2016, UNIVERSEUM encourages reflection around
the multifaceted theme of heritage and war, which includes issues such as collections used in
and resulting from warfare, universities and university personnel and students involved in
warfare and in peacekeeping, material evidence of war, war damage, commemoration of war
at universities, collections and objects as war booty, war reparations, military surplus material,
repatriation of heritage, and preservation of heritage in countries currently at war.

18 November programmes (pdf) should be sent until 15 October 2016 to: sofia.talas@unipd.it

UNIVERSEUM 18 November banner can be downloaded at: http://universeum.it/news.html



